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Springfield Township, Bucks County 
2320 Township Road           ▪           Quakertown, PA 18951           ▪           610-346-6700       ▪       www.springfieldbucks.org  

 
Board of Supervisors   

 
MINUTES  

 
July 23, 2013 

 
Supervisors Present: Barbara Lindtner, Dave Long, Volker Oakey, John Oehler and Rob Zisko  
Also present: Bob Wynn (Township Engineer), Terry Clemons (Township Solicitor), Chief McDonald, Rich Schilling 
(Township Manager) and Jason Wager (Secretary/Treasurer) 
 
Barbara Lindtner, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 7:45 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. The 
Board of Supervisors held an executive session prior to the meeting to discuss real estate and personnel. 
 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

John Oehler moved to accept the June 25, 2013 minutes as presented.  Rob Zisko seconded; the motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
 

Approval of Bills List 
 

John Oehler moved to approve the following bills paid from June 22 – July 19, 2013: 
  

1. General Fund   4. Subdivision & Escrow     
 2. Liquid Fuels  5. Special Fees                
 3. Open Space  6. Street Light   
 
Volker Oakey seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

Reports 
 

Road Department (posted) – The Board reviewed the 6/18-7/16/2013 Road Department report as presented.  The Road 
Department performed four hundred and ninety-three hours of road maintenance, forty-nine hours of equipment 
maintenance, twelve hours of building maintenance, two hours of sign maintenance and eighty-eight hours of roadside 
mowing during this period.  The first round of mowing throughout the Township was completed.   
 
Police Department –   Chief McDonald stated that he had applied for two grants – a grant to pay a portion of the costs of 
the bulletproof vests and a grant for an automated recognition system.  He explained he has been working on a solution for 
the Department’s Live Scan issue, which is the automated fingerprint system.  Chief also said that most of their uniforms 
have arrived and that the officers are happy to have the new uniforms.   
 
Chief McDonald reported they had 160 calls for service with State Police handling seventeen of those calls.  Twenty-three 
motor vehicle accidents were reported and $3,875 worth of property was stolen with $200 of property recovered during this 
period.  Chief participated in a SEPA Regional Task Force Safety Force Evaluation of Springfield Elementary School on 
July 9.  The Department also received a $400 donation from the estate of Mildred Cahn for the house checks performed 
while the residence was vacant. 
 

$ 20,881.38 
$     789.44 
$      581.35 

$  79,258.22 
$    9,893.49 
$    6,122.32 
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Treasurer Report – Jason Wager reported on the budget performance through July 21.  EIT revenue was up 1.75% from 
2012 at $421,405.  Real Estate Transfer revenue was up 37.4% from last year Real Estate and Delinquent Real Estate tax 
was up 4.4% from 2012.  Zoning Permits were down 19.1% from 2012.  Total revenue year to date was $993,337 ($26,638 
over budget) and was up 1.5% from last year.  Total expenses were $804,216 ($19,292 over budget) and they are up 7% 
from 2012.  The Township net income was $189,120 ($7,346 over budget) compared to $227,067 in 2012.  
 
Jason said the Township now has a Facebook and Twitter page and the response to the Facebook page has been good.  
He also presented a Real Estate Tax Bill sample from Irene Elinich, Springfield Township Tax Collector, to the Board 
showing the breakdown of dedicated taxes that would be seen by Township residents.   

 
Township Manager/Zoning – Rich Schilling reported the Parks and Recreation Plan Draft was completed and would be 
presented later on to the Board and the FEMA closeout should be completed by the next Board meeting.  There will also be 
a luncheon planned by the Township on August 8 to honor our local political representatives for their support and he hoped 
the Board would be able to attend.  The event will be held at the Historical Society schoolhouse and there is a tour at the 
museum being built in Springtown after the luncheon. 
 
Rich presented photographs of enforcement actions he had recently completed or is currently working on. Zoning performed 
four Use & Occupancy inspections for resale in June and processed thirty-four permits for total revenue of $6,568.75.   
 
 

Public Comment on Agenda Items 
 
Township resident Jim Herman stated he was not sure if was on the agenda.  He hopes to sell part of his farmland lot on 
Hollow Road to an adjoining property.  Rich Schilling stated he had forwarded the information provided by Mr. Herman to 
the Township Solicitor.  Terry Clemons gave a brief explanation on his understanding of what could happen with the 
conservation easement.  The Board directed Mr. Herman to discuss with the Township Solicitor on how to proceed before it 
could be presented to them since they did not have enough information at this time.   
 
 

Public Hearing 
 

A public hearing was held to adopt the ordinance to increase the indebtedness of Springfield Township through a 
Pennsylvania Infrastructure Bank loan of $281,790 for crack seal and oiling of approximately nine miles of Township roads 
and the purchase of a new loader.  Terry Clemons gave an outline of the ordinance.  Township resident Hans Reimann 
asked about the borrowing capabilities of the Township if this ordinance was adopted.  Jason Wager responded that the 
borrowing base of the Township is $1,843,547 and would not be significantly decreased with this loan.  Township resident 
Jim Nielsen inquired about the affect of the credit rating of the Township.  Rich Schilling stated that Standard and Poor’s 
was notified of this loan during the Township’s last rating interview and that the Township’s rating did not change because 
of it.  Also, this loan would be paid out of the Liquid Fuels fund and not be a General Fund budget item.  There were no 
more public comments.  Supervisor Dave Long asked about the yearly payments, which Jason stated the payments would 
be around $59,134.  Supervisor Volker Oakey inquired about the breakdown of the loan, which Jason stated that 
approximately $219,000 would be used for the roads and $62,000 would be used for repayment of the new loader.   
 
Barbara Lindtner moved to adopt Ordinance 165 increasing the indebtedness of Springfield Township by the issue of a 
general obligation note in the amount of $281,790 for crack seal and oiling of approximately nine miles of Township roads 
and the purchase of a new loader. The annual rate of loan will be 1.625% to be paid back within five years through annual 
payments made out of the Liquid Fuels Fund.  John Oehler seconded; the motion passed unanimously.   
 

 
Presentation 

 
Chairperson Barbara Lindtner gave a briefing of the process in creating the draft of the Springfield Township Parks and 
Recreation Plan.  Recreational Planner Ann Toole gave a synopsis of the Parks and Recreation Plan and answered the 
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Boards questions.  She also discussed a DCED grant for the proposed Peppermint Road Park.  John Oehler moved to 
authorize advertising for a public meeting to be held at the Springtown Volunteer Fire Company to discuss the Springfield 
Township Parks and Recreation Plan draft.  Barbara Lindtner seconded; the motion passed unanimously.  Barbara 
Lindtner moved to authorize the Planning Commission to discuss a Parks and Recreation fee that would be contained in a 
new ordinance.  John Oehler seconded; the motion passed unanimously.  Jeffrey Marshall, Heritage Conservancy 
President, told the Board that they are clearing a walking trail on the conservation easement donated by Peter and Joan 
Fuller located off of Slifer Valley Road. 
 
 

Governmental Matters 
 

(1) Appraisal Authorization – Barbara Lindtner moved to authorize the appraisal of 36 acres located on TMP# 42-5-98.  
Rob Zisko seconded; the motion passed unanimously.   

 
 

Planning Matters 
 

(1) Sewage Monitoring Ordinance – Rich Schilling stated that he discussed the Act 537 reimbursement issue with 
Representative Paul Clymer and Mr. Clymer said he would have an answer from DEP as soon as possible.  Bob Wynn 
discussed the changes made on page 16 of the proposed ordinance with the Board.  Rich Schilling talked about the 
Township’s plan of implementation of the ordinance.  Rich anticipates the first year of implementation could take up to 108 
hours of work.  The second and third years would be 27 hours of work.  The fourth year would be up to 54 hours of work 
and continue to cycle every three years after.  Supervisor Rob Zisko stated, “If I could go back in time, I would not have 
voted to redo our Act 537 plan.  It was not needed at that point in time.”  John Oehler moved to authorize the advertisement 
of the amended ordinance regulating the management and maintenance of individual and community sanitary sewage 
disposal facilities within Springfield Township as updated by Bob Wynn.  Volker Oakey seconded; Voting Yes: Barbara 
Lindtner, Volker Oakey and John Oehler Voting No: Dave Long and Rob Zisko.  The motion passed.   

 
 

Old Business 
 

(1) Open Space - Agreement of Sale – Barbara Lindtner moved to accept the revised agreement of sale of the 
conservation easement located on TMP # 42-9-128 comprising of 38.20 acres of land totaling $194,975. John Oehler 
seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Donald Metzger discussed with the Board the needed repair of a historic barn located on his property.  Rich Schilling stated 
he would work with Mr. Metzger and that he would need before and after plans of the proposed work on the Class 3 Historic 
Structure.  
 
(2) Award of bid for Road Project – Rob Zisko moved to award the Knecht’s Bridge Road bid of $2.10 per square yard for 
a total of $23,919 to Asphalt Maintenance Solutions per the C. Robert Wynn Associates letter presented to the Board.  
Dave Long seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
(3) Authorization to advertise Ordinance restricting truck traffic on Pleasant Hollow Road – Terry Clemons gave a 
briefing of the proposed ordinance.  Volker Oakey moved to authorize advertisement of the ordinance to prohibit 
commercial truck traffic on Pleasant Hollow Road in Springfield Township and prescribe penalties for the violation of this 
ordinance. Rob Zisko seconded; the motion passed unanimously.   
 
 

New Business 
 

(1) Request from resident on Hickon Road for speed reduction – John Oehler moved to adopt Resolution 2013-13 
establishing a maximum speed limit of 25 miles per hour on Hickon Road and establishing penalties for violations thereof.  
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Volk Oakey seconded; Voting Yes: Barbara Lindtner, Volker Oakey, John Oehler and Rob ZIsko Voting No: Dave Long.  
The motion passed.   
 
(2) Township Fee Resolution – Jason Wager discussed the proposed resolution to update the Township fee schedule.  
The Board decided to table the resolution for the next meeting.   
 

Correspondence 
 

The Board reviewed all correspondence.   
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Township resident Darlene Reiss discussed the letter she presented to the Board regarding her ongoing problem with 
flooding on her property.  Rich Schilling stated he performed a site inspection on the Rufe property and surrounding areas 
of Ms. Reiss’s property with Assistant Zoning Officer Debbie Godshall as per her request.  They did not see any new 
construction.  Darlene said she has been having flooding issues for over twenty years now.  Rich told her that if she wanted 
to contact him from time to time to discuss any construction being done around her property, he could give her that 
information through the Right-to-Know Act.  He also told her he has to follow the regulations and could not stop any new 
construction or additions if the resident is following the procedures.   
 
Township Engineer Bob Wynn discussed a memo presented to the Board in regards to the Nemeth Road drainage.  Along 
with the significant costs to create a stormwater facility to help with the flooding, he would be concerned that the Township 
would own future drainage problems below the site.   
 
 

Supervisor Comments  
 
John Oehler presented the Board of Supervisors’ performance review of the Township Manager to Rich Schilling.   
 
 

Adjournment 
 

At 10:57 p.m., Barbara Lindtner moved to adjourn the meeting.  Rob ZIsko seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  

 
 
Jason A. Wager 
Township Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Next meeting:  August 27, 2013   
Approved:  August 27, 2013 

 


